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Bete A PARNEAM, 
OPPOSITE TOWN HALL, - PLYMOUTH, N. H. 
MARBLE WORKER AND DEALER. 


Uses none but the best Italian and American Marbles. 
Does not solicit, and employs no agents (except print- 
ersink). Will sell lower than any agent can. Latest 


designs furnished on application. Orders by mail or — 


otherwise promptly attended to. 


S. A. COODHUE, 
Repairs Boots, Shoes, Rubbers, etc, Promptly and Well 


Pleasant and attractive rooms. Special attention given 
to work for, Ladies’ and Children. All Comrades 
of the G. A. R. most cordially welcomed. 


Just North of the Town Hall, - PLYMOUTH, N. H. 


)ALL DENTAL OPERATIONS > 


Carefully Performed. 


i GAS AND ETHER ADMINISTERED. 
TEETH cwminoos 


Mason & Weeks’ Block, 


MRS. W. M. PRESSEY & CO., 
MILLINERY, FANCY GOODS 
AND LADIES UNDERWEAR. 


A Specialty Made of Stamping. 
SPECIALTIES :— Hats, Bonnets, Flowers, Feathers, Ribbons, 


Laces, Ornaments, Veilings, Satins, Velvet, Old Ladies Caps, Col- 


lars, Ruchings, Edgings, Hamburgs, Glov es, Hosiery, Corsets, 

Hoops, Aprons, Skirts, Chimese, Drawers, Night Robes, Handker- 

chiefs, Cologne, Filling Silk, Dress Braid, Hair Frizzes, Switches. 
Our popular milliner, Miss S. A. Carter, will be with us 


as soon as the Spring Season opens. 
Pits DAOUTEs. ~ IN. Ee 


PLYMOUTH, N. H. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF 


fee Or kICERS 


OF .THE 


TOWN OF PLYMOUTH, 


COMPRISING THOSE OF THE 


Treasurer, Selectmen, Overseer of the Poor, 
School Committee, etc., etc., 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1880. 
PLYMOUTH, N. H.: 


C, H. KIMBALL, WATER Moror Jon PRIN?v, 
1885. 


REPORT OF SELECTMEN. 


Selectmen tn account with the Town of Plymouth for the 


year ending March 1, 1885. 


To taxes in hands of collector, 1883, hoa a 
sh assessed for year 1884, 9,363 92 
To highway taxes, 1883, unpaid, given col. $4, 225.24 
‘*¢ cash from R. O. Wright’s estate, 226 16 
Hi hy Surveyor highway district, No. 2, 16 72 
PF ch “4 os AN Dats 37 
eh a County for support of paupers, 185 25 
Po ye Center Harber, for support of 
Mrs. Poindexter, a. 29 
‘*¢ cash for circus license, 12 00 
«+ *¢ from Superintendent Cemeteries, 56 90 
. ‘** County for support paupers, 192 25 
me 6 Center Harber ‘‘ & Mrs. 
Poindexter, at Oy er 
i *¢ Holderness for lighting bridge, 11 dt 
‘* cash for lots sold in cemetery, 33 00 
** ** from State Treasurer, railroad tax, 2,236 53 
a. rg te literary money, 141 68 
: ee saving bank tax, 1,209 41 
" - oe for bounties paid, 39 20 
6 *¢ Justice Ferrin, fines, 68 00 
re “6 MM. A. Ferrin, town clerk, billiard 


licenses, 25 00 


TOWN REPORT. 


D. H. CURRIER, 
C. W. GEORGE, 
R. W. MITCHELL, 


of 


Selectmen 
Plymouth. 


Cr. 
By received of collector for the year 1883, $1,257 18 
‘‘ abatements allowed ‘* ‘5 eh | 30 19 
‘* received of collector ‘* vb 1884, 7,041 95 
‘¢ abatements allowed ‘+ ‘* a 844 54 
‘* taxes for the year 1884 unpaid, 1,202 67 
** paid town treasurer as follows: 

Cash from R. O. Wright’s estate, 226 16 
‘fi Surveyor highways, district No. 2, 16 72 
ie 4 na s)  NGes 37 
+ County for support paupers, 377 50 
Cash for circus license, 12 00 
‘* from Superintendent Cemeteries, 56 90 

*¢  «¢ Center Harbor for support of Mrs. 
Poindexter, 195 04 
*¢  ¢* Holderness for lighting bridge, 11 51 
‘¢ for lots sold in cemetery, 35 00 
‘* from State Treasurer, railroad tax, 3,626 82 
«© 6 fines and licenses, 95 00 
$15,525 55 


TOWN REPORT. 


PINANCIAL STATEMENT, MARCH 1, 
ASSETS : 
Due from lots sold in cemetery, $70 00 


*¢ 4 County for support of paupers, 89 00 


vg ‘© Town of Dorchester 66 5 00 


Some Leon W. Fr. Langdon’s ‘note, 843 76. 


*¢ 6¢ taxes in hands of collector. 1.202 67 
Cash in treasurer’s hands. 17055 30 


BIABIT TIES: 


Due on outstanding notes, $3,005 00 
*¢ * balance of tax fire district. 200 00 


or 


1885. 


3,265 73 


gs igei 3.208 OU 


Balance in favor of town. 


$60 73 


7 


REPORT OF TREASURER. 


Fames M. Howe, Treasurer, for the year ending March 
1, 1885, tn account with the Town of Plymouth. 


1884. _ Dr. 
March 1. To cash in the Pem. National Bank, $2,043 79 
66 of W. W. Wilkinson, 
collector, 7,541 95 
«of W. W. Wilkinson, 
balance taxes, 1883, 1,257 18 
To cash from State Treasurer, 
Railraad tax, $2,236 53 
Savings bank tax, 1,209 41 
Literary fund, 141 68 
To cash of state treasurer, 
bounties on 392 woodchucks, 89 20 
3,626,82 


To cash of D. H. Currier, first select- 

man, balance of R. O. Wright’s 

account to date, 226 16 
To cash from County, support of 

paupers, 377 50 
To cash received highway tax, district 


No. 2, $16 72 


—— 


Amounts carried forward, $16 72 $15,073 40 


TOWN REPORT. 7 


Amounts brought forward, $16 72 $15,073 40 


March 1. 


1885. 
Feby. 27. 


1884. 
March 1. 


To cash received highway dis- 
trict No. 4, 37 


To cash received from Town of Center 


Harbor for support Mrs. Poindexter, 73 29 


To cash received for circus license, 12 00 
ce of Superintendent cemetaries, 56 90 
4, Of Ne AL Perrin: for fines, 
$10 00 
58 00 
——- 68 00 


To cash received from Town Center 
Harbor, support Mrs. Poindexter,: 121 75 


To cash received from Town Holder- 


ness, lighting bridge, 11 51 
To cash received from lots in cemetery, 33 00 

ke ie; for licenses on billiard 

tables, 25 00 


$15,491 94 


Cr. 
Credit by cash paid out as follows: 
Messrs. Burleigh & Adams, rent of town 
hall, $55 00 


Amount carried forward. $99 OV 


TOWN REPORT. 
Amount brought forward, $55 00 
HIGHWAY ACCOUNT. 
March 18, Frank Fogg, breaking roads $4 05 
E. L. Smith, ay 4 74 
Geo. W. Garland, \ 5 00 
22. Frank M. Fogg, a 1 50 
W. J. Ames, a 7 8l1 
April 10. John K. Brown, fy 14 59 
Ld ue Y eaton, Me Gre 
». M. Morse, aS 15 87 
12. W.H. Marshall, 34 36 
15. Nelson Downing, “ 11 50 
21. C. W. Pease, A 2 50 t00 04 
Mar. 18. Dr. J. A. Sanborn, damage by 
sand washing into cellar, 3 00 
April 8. F.H. Weeks, for hearse, 725 00 
9. M. W. Hazeltine, printing town 
reports, 19 00 
May 2 M. A. Ferrin, recording births 
and deaths, 21 61 
——— $768 60 
RETURN OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 
Dr. J. A. Sanborn, record births and deaths, $7 75 
Dr. Haven Palmer, | 6 3 00 
Dr. T. Rogers, rs “ 2 50 
Dr. M. C. Spaulding, oe 25 
$13 50 
Amount carried forward, $946 14 


April 12. 


Apri 


21. 


115. 


TOWN REPORT. 


Amount brought forward, 
SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS. 
M. C. Harvey, sheep killed by 


dogs, $ 3 30 
S. M. Spencer, ACF 19 80 
S. P. Fletcher, hi . 13 20 
Alfred Cook, calves = 13 20 


Calvin Clark, sheep damaged ‘+ 6 60 
James B. Holmes *‘ killed ‘+ 4 40 
W. D. Blodgett, ‘ rh ter ZO". 90 


PUBLIC WATERING TROUGHS. 


J. L. Mitchell, use watering 


trough, $3 00 
E. A. Moulton, ‘ ee 1 50 
A. S. Hazeltine, ‘ sy 3 00 


T. J. Adams, - ‘* and repairs, 4 00 


HIGHWAY ACCOUNT. 
J. J. Nutting, land damage, 
Dist. No. 5, for road use 1882 $9 00 
H. L. Sargent, breaking roads, 7 17 
Noah J. Nutting, work on roads, 2 50 
Warren W. Wilkinson break- 
ing roads, 1 63 
S. K. Wescott, breaking roads, 12 2: 
William Harriman‘ vt 14 7 


or Ot 9 


$946 14 


81 40 


11 50 


Amounts carrted forward, $47 29 $1,039 04 


10 


Amounts brought forward, 


TOWN REPORT. 


June 4. Soloman Smith, gravel used on 
highway, 3 00 
9. James Peabody, repairs on 
bridge and breaking: roads, 20 82 
14. C. W. Nelson, te 6 8 15 
July 12. C. R. Crawford ‘' is 28742 
19. S. M. Spencer, work on 
highway, 11.42 
49; W. H. Marshall, work on 
highway and plank, 16 00 
Aug. 5 ». K. Wescott, breaking roads, 16 25 
23 ed: A: alleys att +s 4 00 
a3. O. W. Fletcher for bridge plank, 7 20 
Oct. 4 Willis Kidder, breaking roads, 
and plank, 9 43 
4, David R. Bartlett,breaking roads 10 17 
18. N. J. Nutting. planks for road, 2 00 
Nov M. C. Harvey, breaking ‘ 11 28 
Dec. 6 Willis Kidder, lumber and labor 
on highway, 6 25 
27 John Nutting for bridge plank, 23 99 
NOTE ACCOUNT. 
Principal on notes taken up, $1,483 00 
Interest on same, 256 60 


Amount carried forward, 


$47 29 1039 04 


90 29 


161 38 


1,739 60 


$2,990 3] 


2 Sa S FRO ee ew ef 
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TOWN REPORT. 11 
Amount brought forward, $2990 31 
May 29. George W. Tyler, one road 
“machine, $215 00 
29. E. L. Smith, decorating sol- 
dier’s graves, ‘ 75 00 
June 14. P. H. Crawford, building 
hearse house, 300 00 
Dec. 8. P. H. Crawford; extra work on 
hearse house, yy 622 27 


Aug. 6.) Overseer of Poor for sup- 
Nov. 29. port paupers, 550 00 


Aug. 25. L. Colburn, services as 
janitor, 2.00 
Sept. 6. A. G. Smythe, services in 


school district case, yaa aa. h4. io 


11. P. B. Watson, county tax, 1,801 68 
22. Flanders & Gould, street 


lamps, 27 73 
27. W.R. Davis, lighting street 
| lamps, 14 45 


Oct. 1.: Geo. H. Corliss, services as 3 
police, Grafton Co. Fair, 4 00 1,847 88 


4. C. H. Kimball, printing for 


board health committee, 1 500 
W. W. Wilkinson, collectors’ 
blanks, 3 10 


— 


Amounts carried forward, $4 60 $5,015 21 


Oct. 20. Flanders & Gould, sewer caps, 
22. 


July 


Aug. 


TOWN REPORT. 


Amounts brought forward, 


26. 


ad 


oO. 


29. 


29. 


C. A. Jewell, pay firemen, 


L. L. Draper, attending three 


funerals with hearse, and 
extra work, 

Sumner Goodhue, lighting 
bridge three months, 

B.C. & M. R. R., freight on 


road machine, 


C. A. Jewell, fire district tax 
in part, 

C.A. Jewell, fire district tax, 

A.M. Morrill, land taken for 
highway, 

John M. Rupell, services as 
supervisor, 

E. E. Merrill, one gate post 
and labor, 

John H. Gill, damage on 
highway, ’83 and ’84, 


J. H. Smith, work on cem- 
etery, 

Leonard Colburn, janitor at 
town hall, 

Geo. W. Little, cornet band, 


Amounts carried forward. 


$4 60 $6,015 21 


168 46 
30 00 


6 50 


5 00 


17 98 


5d 00 
50 00 


223 06 


17 10 


941 60 


$72 98 $7,296 97 


2 Mids 5) 2 ed 


Der ivh, 


13. 
eae 
Dec. 27. 


13. 


13. 


Amounts brought forward, 


TOWN REPORT. 


Flanders & Gould, balance 
stove bill, 4 50 
an) 1. Currier, EH: C, East- 


man, bill stationery, Ne a 


R.W.Mitchell, sheriff and wit- 
ness fees before grand jury, 49 49 
John Keniston, surveying 
Court street, ; 70 
Horace Eastman, lighting 


street lamps, 24 598 


Selectmen, bounty on 392 


woodchucks, 39 20 
WC. Sherman, care town 

clock, 30 00 
we. Sherman, care town 

clock to Jan. 1, ’85, 18 00 
E. B. Eastman, lighting 

streets to Jan. 5, ’85, 17.25 


Solomon Smith, gravel 


for highway, 3 00 
Daniel H. Currier, paid for 
check-lists, 10 00 


Solon A. Carter, State tax, 1,792 00 


Amount carried forward, 


13 


Bezier ievoy. 9 4 


86 69 


74 74 


117 45 
1,792 00 


$9,367 81 


14 


1884. 
Nov. 


1885. 
Jan. 


Feb. 


14. 


12. 


16. 


TOWN REPORT. 


Amount brought forward, $9,367 81 
SCHOOL MONEY ACCOUNT. 
Frank W. Russell, prudential 
committee, Dist. No. 2, 


regular school money 


tax, Dist. No. 2, 1,129. 08 
additional school money 
tax, Dist. No. 2, 500 00 
special school money tax, 
Dist. No. 2, 350 00. LATS OS 


L. M. Howe, special tax to 

be applied on school dis- 

trict No. 2 debt, 500 00 
The several school dis- 

tricts for school  pur- 


poses, 913 34 1,213 34 


Alonzo Eastman, lighting 


streets, 17 78 
Timothy E. Bailey, wood 
for lobby, 119 


B. P. Merrill, treasurer 
Methodist society, rent 
of land for hearse house 
to Jan. 1, *85, 13 67 
H.W. Mitchell, non-resident 
highway tax worked in 
Dist. No. 7, 75 


Amounts carried forward, 33 39 $12560 25 


TOWN REPORT. 


Amounts brought forward, $33 39 $12560 28 


Feb. 7. Daniel B. Mitchell, non-resi- 
dent highway tax worked 
- in Dist. No. 7, . 3 00 
March 22. Warren W.. Wilkinson, 
collector, services in part, 
1884, °° 50 00 
Dec. 8. services in part, 1884, 100 00 


Feb. 14. H. Porter Peck, services as 


S. S. committee, 1884, 50 00 

14. L. A. Sawyer, services as 

lice, 1883, 10 0 
police 0 00 20 00 

1884, 10 00 

14. W. G. Barnard, services as 
police, 1884, 10 00 

1885. 

Jan. 31. Alfred Cook, marl for high- 

way, 6 00 


31. Plummer Fox, sewer pipes 
District, No. 2, 231 54 

Feb. 11. L. M. Howe, money paid 

| T. J. Adams, Wooster 


case, 1883, 5 00 
14. Geo. A. Clark, lumber for 
highway, 3 00 


80 00 


Amounts carried forward, $245 54 $12826 62 


16 


Feb. 20. 


21. 


20. 


TOWN REPORT. 


Amounts brought forward, 
John S. Martin, work on 


highway, 
Hiram Hobart 4s fe 
S. A. Goodhue, lighting 
bridge to March 1, 1885, 
Mrs. C. H. Bowles, light- 


ing street lamp, 


Moses Sargent, lighting 
Baker’s River Bridge to 
March 1, 1885, 

John S. Martin, use water- 
ing trough, 

Fred. S. Batchelder, light- 
ing street lamps and 
painting lamp posts, 

George W. Garland, one 


street lamp and post, 


Feb. 20. Fred. R. Blodgett, break- 


21. 


ing roads, 

Orrin W. Fletcher, 

M. S. Brown, damage to 
land and fence for winter 
road, District 3 and 7, 

Jas. N. Smith, own work 


on highway, 1883, 


Amounts carried forward, 


l 


$245 54 $12,726 62 


2 00 
1 09 


wn 270 00 


~] 
bo 
© 


——. 27 20 


8 00 


2 00 


$59 57 $13,023 82 


TOWN REPORT. 
Amounts brought forward, 


Feb. 21. John Mason, for lamp 
_ posts, 


John Mason, paid out for 
_ hose-house, 


John Mason, services on 
hearse house, 
C. A. Jewell, to be paid to 


firemen, 


C. A. Jewell, fire district. 


tax in part, 
T. J. Adams, use watering 
, troughs, 
Plummer Fox bill rendered 
P. Fox oil for Holderness 
and Bakers River Bridge 
P. Fox, lighting — street 
lamps to March 1, 1885, 
B. P. Merrill, lighting 
street lamps, 

E. M. Wheeler, trips with 
hearse for thirty cases, 
Feb. 27. O. B. Copeland, lighting 

street lamps 
Geo. W. Little, lighting 
streets to Mar. 1, 1885, 


Amounts carried forward, 


17 


$59 57 $13023 82 


8 15 


11 37 
79 09 


10 00 


50 00 


100 00 


60 00 


8 12 


$10 87 $18361 25 


18 


TOWN REPORT. 


Amounts brought forward, $10 87 13,361 25 


ier iG 


H. W. Merrill, lighting st. 
lamps from June, 1884 to 


March Ist, 1885, 6 37 
F. H. Weeks, lighting st. 

lamps, 3 00 
M.A. Ferrin, do.,- do., - 6 00 


S. A .Brown, thills for hearse, 7 00 
A. R. Smith, moving safe, 16.23 
F. L. Evans, work on bridge 


and road, 3 66 
Smith Rowe, use watering 
trough 3 00, 


C. A. Lewis, do.,» do4 3 00 
Albert Blake, highway tax 


1884, 4 50, 
D. W. Gibson, clay for 


highway, | 6 00 


F. H. Weeks, expenses and 

work on hearse com’tte 25 60 
J. H. Day, damage on 

highway, 1 50 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Geo. W. Little, Sup’vsor 1884, 12 00 
re Curries, | * ‘“. 16308 


2 15 


49 10 


Amount carried forward, $13.479 00 


Feb. a4. 


TOWN REPORT. 


Amount brought forward, 
W.W. Wilkinson, balance 
services as collec’r 1883, 1 a), 
W. W. Wilkinson, collect’g 
‘taxes in part, 1884, 70 00 
M. A. Ferrin, Town CI’k,$75 00 
6 Health Officer, 30 00 
4 recording births 
and deaths, 20 45 
. ——125 42 
D. H. Currier, Over- 
seer of the poor, 40 00 
D. H. Currier, services 
as selectman, 150 00 
D. H. Currier, journey 
to Concord and 
Campton, 8 00 
*s p’d for stationery 3 00 
_ e prnt’g sign, 9:75 
“. recording lease, 1.50 
-——13 25 
C. W. George, services 
as selectman, 125 00 
R. W. Mitchell, services 
as selectman, 110 00 
Joseph M. Howe, services 
as treasurer, 100 00 


19 


$13,479 00 


81 50 


315 45 


348 25 


—_—— 


Amount carried forward, $14,224 20 


20 : TOWN REPORT. 
Amount brought forward, $14224 20 
Feb..27. Timothy E. Bailey, services 
as health officer, 15 00 
Services as police, 17 43 
Expense to Haverhill with 
Robinson, 10 00 
42 48 
E. L. Smith, breaking roads, » 13 65 
Webster, Russell & Co., oil, chim- 
neys and receipt book, 3 09 
Thomas Pressey, use of land for 
lobby, and driving hearse, 19 00 
Robert W. Mitchell, use of $1100. 
for three and one-half months, 18 60 
Daniel H. Currier, overseer of poor, 110 67 
C. A. Jewell and J. H. Mudgett, 
auditors, 5 00 
$14,436 64 
‘Feuille in hands of ‘Treasurer, March 1, 1885, $1,055 30 


TOWN REPORT. 21 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEER’ OF THE POOR: 


- 


The Overseer of the Poor in account with the Town of 
Plymouth, March rst, 1885. 


fa 8 Dr. 
1884. | 
March 6. To cash of Center Harbor for Mrs. 
@. Poindexter, . $ 73 29 
May 14. To cash of county for support of 
+ paupers, 192 25 
July To cash of town for support of paupers 3800 00 
Nov. . county, '\6 Ss i 185 25 
le A A a Co) a “ z 250 00 
1885. 
Jan. 29. . To cash of Center Harbor for Mrs. 
: Poindexter, _ P21 a"S 
Feb. 28. To cash of the town. sh 110 67 
$1,233 21 
1884. Cr. 
March 2. To paid Charles Sanborn and wife 
to March 1, 1885, 151 79 
To paid John Lowd, 28 00 
“ Mrs. Minnie E. Poindexter. 121,75 
To paid Della Hammond, 55 25 
“ Fannie Clark, 57 00 


Amount carried forward, $413 79 


22 TOWN REPORT. 


Amount brought forward, $413 

March 2. To paid Betsey Blodgett, 57 25 
A Charles Farmer, 8 00 
sls Perley Fassett, 40 50 
‘© William Webber and wife, 69 88 
he Marcelles Lowell, z1 00 
by Mrs. C. B. Adams, 19 50 
“ Hosea Sanborn (transient), 8 75 
$6 John Barrett, 3 00 
34 S. C. Springer, re 12 00 
os Mrs. Wm. Ripley, 5 00 
le Georgeana A. Dearborn, 5 00 

aA Town cash from Center 
Harbor, 73, 29 
To paid town cash from County, 192 25 
= 6 ae vs 185 25 

2 % 4: Center 
Harbor, 121 75 
$1,233 21 


D. H. CURRIER, © 


Overseer of the Poor. 


TOWN REPORT. 693 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
) CEMETERIES 
Enpinc May 12, 1884. *% 


May 10. By cash received from sale of lots, $61 00 
To cash paid Thomas Pressey, as per 
bill, 1 00 
To cash paid J.N. Smith, 2 10 
12. as ‘+ Henry Cummings 1 00 
és ss Selectmen, 56 90 


| $61 00 
Due from lots sold and not paid for 70 00 


May 27, 1884, resigned. 
A. W. AVERY, Superintendent. 


Ending March 1st, 1885. 


By cash received for sale of 2 lots, 33 00 
To cash paid town, ! : 33 00 
mae D. H. CURRIER, oe 
C. W. GEORGE, | ee. Cen ee 
R. WwW. MITCHELL, upe zwntendents. 


We have examined the foregoing accounts of the Select- 
men, Treasurer, Overseer of the Poor, and Superintendent 
of Cemeteries, of the Town of Plymouth, for the year end- 
ing March 1, 1885, and find them correctly cast and 
properly vouched. 


CHARLES A. JEWELL, 


) 
J. H. MUDGETT, pide tee ee 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF PLYMOUTH. 


ee ee 


Fellow - Citizens :— 
In accordance with our custom and law, your committee 
begs to present the following account of his stewardship: 
Your attention is first called to a brief report concerning 
the several districts separately; and afterward to some re- 


marks respecting the school system as a whole. 


No. 1. 
Prudential Committee, Brooks MITCHELL. 


This District has enjoyed 24 weeks of school during the 
year, divided into three terms, of 10, 8 and 6 weeks. Two 
teachers were employed: Nellie P. Bryant for the first term, 
and Belle Nutting, for the other two. Both were teachers 
of experience, though neither had received normal training, 
- and seem to have given quite general satisfaction. The dis- 
trict is to be commended for the improvement of their school- 
house by the introduction of new seats and desks. All 
things considered, it is the opinion of your committee that 


this school has been reasonably effective. 


26 TOWN REPORT. 


The whole number of pupils, in the respective terms, 
was 19, 23, 23. Of these there received instruction in 
reading and spelling, the whole number; in penmanship, 
11, 21, 21; in arithmetic, 17, 23, 21; in geography, 14, 15, 
17; in grammar, 8, 15, 17; inhistory, 10, 0, 0; in compo- 
sition, 8, 0, 0. 


No. 2. 
Prudential Committee, FRANK W. RUSSELL. 


I am satisfied that this central school was never in a more 
prosperous condition. Prof. Rounds, our new normal school 
principal, whose experience and proficiency need no’ com- 
mendation of mine, has graded it carefully into four depart- 
ments: First and second Primary, Grammar, and High. 
Over these respective grades he has placed teachers, to whose 
rare attainments and remarkable facility the good results 
bear constant witness: Mary L. Clifford, Frances S. For- 
saith, Hattie M. Springer and Helen M. Cobb. 

He has also arranged and published a course of study, 
covering 11 years, from the primary school upward, which 
is the result of a life-long experience and study, and which 
is being taken up with evident vigor and success. 

Under this thorough management the school flourishes, 
and would seem to fully justify the action of the district in 
raising the additional sum this year devoted to the school. 
I would also call attention to the fact that this careful grad- 
ing, and enlarged corps of teachers, reduces to a minimum 
the objection arising from the necessity that the children be 


partially taught by the normal students. 


TOWN REPORT. 27 


~ The whole number of children registered in all the de- 
partments is 208. Inthe high school, 34; grammar school, 
57; first primary, 66; second primary, 46. In the three 
lower branches all the common studies are taken up, with 
drawing, physiology and vocal music added. In the high 
school the studies are distributed as follows:~ reading, 34, 
spelling, 14, penmanship, 29, geography, 24, history, 382, 
drawing, 31, music, 34, physiology, 29, algebra, 28, latin 15. 


No. 3. 
Prudential Committee, Francis F. BLAKE. 


Under the name of ‘‘ No. 3” is now included both the 
original districts, No. 3and No. 12. These two were united 
the early part of the year by your committee and selectmen. 
The feeling at that time seemed so unanimous, that it was 
hoped a new schoolhouse would be built during the year. 
Subsequently, however, such disagreements were developed 
that the building committee resigned, and no further progress 
has been made. 

Under these circumstances schools have been kept on 
both sides of the river during the year, in essentially the 
same manner as before the union was effected. During the 
latter part of the year, however, the whole district has been 
in charge of a single prudential committee. 

_. The first term on the north side was taught by Fannie 
Spencer, who seemed to do her work faithfully and efficient- 
ly. The term lasted 12 weeks, and the whole number of 
pupils registered was 14. All these were instructed in 
reading, writing, spelling, geography and arithmetic; also 


2 in history, 2 in physiology, and 2 in algebra. 
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All the other terms, on both sides of the river, were taught _ 
by Cora Page. She has received both normal training and 
experience, and her work bears witness to great efficiency, 
faithfulness and success. 

The second term on the north side consisted of 8 weeks, 
making 20 weeks on this side during the year. Fifteen 
pupils are registered. During thissecond term all the scholars 
were instructed in all the common branches. 

On the south side, Miss Page has kept two terms of 12 
and 8 weeks each, making twenty weeks in all. Pupils 
registered the first term, 7; during the second, 15. This 
difference arises in part from the fact that both schools were 
open to pupils in the whole new district. During both 
terms all were instructed in all the common branches except 
grammar ; also one in algebra and two in physiology. 

All things considered the schools of the district have re- 
sulted in considerable profit to the children, although it is to 
be regretted that the full idea of the union is not yet carried 


into effect. 
No. 4. 


Prudential Committee, JAMES M. Foe. 


This school has been kept only two terms of 5 weeks 
each, making only 10 weeks for the entire year. 

The first term the teacher was Laura Dow, whose work 
was not satisfactory to all, from lack of competence. For 
this your committee must bear his share of the blame, The 
school, however, did not fail to receive some benefit. The 
whole number of pupils was 8, and they all studied the ele- 


mentary branches. 
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The second term was taught by Cora Page, with whom 
all seemed well satisfied. ‘The same number of pupils was 
registered, and all received instruction in the common 
branches. This school labors under two great disadvan- 


tages—lack of time and lack of numbers. 


No. 5. 
Prudential Committee, MyrA SARGENT. 


- This district has had but one term during the year, con- 
sisting of 10 weeks; 11 pupils are registered. It will be 
readily seen that the same disadvantages apply as to No. 4. 
The school was taught by Nettie M. Armstrong. She is a 
recent normal graduate, without previous experience, save 
in the normal school; but her ability and efficiency as a 
teacher are very conspicuous. Objection was made to her 


methods in one or two instances, but the actual results bear 


witness to the superiority of these also. 


It is the opinion of your committee that, all things con- 
sidered, this school was instructed as successfully as any in 
town. It is to be noted, however, that this schoolhouse, as 
well as the one in the original No. 12, would be a disgrace 
to the Fiji Islands. All the pupils were instructed in 


each of the regular branches. . 


No. 6 


Prudential Committee, GEorGE H. Cortiss. 


In this district there has been 23 weeks of school, in two 


terms of 10 and 13 weeks respectively. *The teacher during 


the first term was Carrie E. Drake; during the second, 


5 


30 TOWN REPORT. 


Fred A. Wells. Both are teachers of experience and normal 
training. Both gave evidence of faithfulness and efficiency, 
and the school seems to have prospered in their hands. — 

The whole number of pupils in the respective terms was 
50 and 52. All took reading and spelling ; 20 and 21 took 
penmanship; 42 and 41 arithmetic; 18 and 19 geography ; ; 
2 and 1 history; 1 algebra. 


No. 8. 
Prudential Committee, Noaun O. MELorn. 


This school has enjoyed but one term of 14 weeks during 
the year. It is to be noted that this is another district which 
is in imperative need of more opportunities. ~al 

The school was taught by Hattie E. Morse, who seems to 
have been as faithful and efficient as the circumstances would 
admit. 

Ten pupils are registered, all of whom took reading and 
spelling; 7, writing, arithmetic and geography; and 8, 
grammar and history. 


No. 9. 


Prudential Committee, PELTIAH RUSSELL. 


Twenty-one weeks of school in this district, one of 8 
and one of 13. The teachers were Alma A. Caverley and 
Florence M. Russell. Both are teachers of experience, and 
seem to have given general satisfaction. 

Whole number of pupils in the respective terms, 15, 16. 
Of these 14 and 16 took reading; 13 and 16 spelling and 
writing; 7 and 9 arithmetic; 4 and 5 grammar; 1 and 3 


history ; 2 and 2 book-keeping; 1 algebra. 


TOWN REPORT. 3] 


.. The union districts, with Hebron and Bridgewater, did 
not come under the supervision of your committee this year. 

With very few exceptions I have visited the schools twice 
each term, according to law. 

No change in text books has been made this year. It was 
my intention to introduce a physiology to meet the require- 
ments of the new law, but the scientific inaccuracy of the 
text books published on that subject early in the year, led 


me to judge it wiser to wait until the coming year. 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


' The money devoted to education in the public schools of 
the town, including extra amount raised in No. 2, was dis- 


tributed as follows :— 
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$o much for special reports concerning special schools, 
designedly condensed as much as possible. 


Now, perhaps, you will bear with me if, as a result of 
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my year’s experience and observation, | make one or two 
general criticisms and recommendations. 

After all has been said that can be said in favor of the 
work which is being done through our schools, it remains 
that, as a whole, they are, by no means, doing what they 
might and ought to do — especially in the more distant dis- 
tricts. This is a fact which can not be disputed. and ought 
to be faced and considered. All our children are too 
precious to be left in the darkness, so long as we have the 
wisdom and power to bring them to the light. How then 
can we make any general improvement in our schools? 

It is the unqualified opinion of your committee, as a re-. 
sult of observation here and elsewhere, that no great im- 
provement can be made until we go to the very root of the 
matter, and change our entire school system. I believe it 
is radically wrong, both in principle and in fact. | 

1. It is wrong in principle, because the supervising 
power and responsibility are not sufficiently ceztrad. | 

They ought to be in the single hands of a board of educa- 
tion, instead of the widely separated and disconnected ones 
of the various prudential committees. Experience seems to 
me to show very clearly that the selecting of teachers, the 
care of the school property, and the providing of the appa- 
ratus ought to be lodged thus centrally. in order to insure the 
greatest efficiency. It is not because the prudential com- 
mittees are not as good men as could be found, things being 
as they are, but rather because they are not, in the nature of 
the case, in a position to secure the best teachers; are sub- 


ject to the temptation to be biased by personal considerations ; 
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and are limited by the means and disposition of their special 
districts in respect to school property and apparatus. 
2. Itis wrong in facé, in view of the way our people are 
now distributed. Years ago, when our present system was 
established, the town was settled much more equally. At 
present, by reason of changed conditions, the bulk of the 
population is found in the village. Consequently, with our 
school money distributed according to valuation, there can 
be a comparatively long and efficient school at the centre 
and in some other richer districts, and only a very short, 
small and unsatisfactory one in those whose conditions are 
tess favorable. Hence it is impossible, under our present 
system, to give a certain portion of our children anything 
like a fair educational chance. Ten or twelve weeks in the 
whole year will give no child a decent education. With- 
out home instruction they must grow up in practical ignor- 
ance. This is not doing right by them or by the form of 
government under which we live. 
| Another trouble, incidental to the same condition of things, 
consists in the greatly diminished numbers of pupils in the 
less favored schools. An average of five or six only is 
enough to discourage any teacher and kill all enthusiasm on 
the part of the scholars themselves. The districts, therefore, 
must be made larger, notwithstanding increased distance, 
and some means of conveyance provided, if necessary, that 
the numbers may be increased. 
Three things, then, are imperatively needed, as it seems 

to your committee, before we can hope for any great im- 


provement :— 
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1. Centralization of authority. 

2. Equalization of school] privileges. 

3. The gathering of sufficient numbers of pupils into each 
district. 

If you agree with me as to these three needs, I think you 
will also agree as to the way in which they may be supplied, 
viz: by adopting what is known as the ‘** Town system.” 
This is within the power of each town, and gives precisely 
these three things: centralized authority ; equalized privi- 
leges; increased numbers. 

I therefore recommend unqualifiedly the adoption of this 
system by you. It may not bring us immediately and com- 
pletely into the educational kingdom of heaven, but I am 
confident it will help us toward that desirable goal much 
faster than the dispensation which reigns at present. 

Respectfully submitted, by 
H.. Poe 
Superintending School Committee. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The sewerage work in District, No. 2, was done during 
the summer months, and was confined to that part of the 
village north of Highland street. For convenience the. first 
part will be called ‘‘ the North Main Street System, Court 
Street Section,” the second, ‘‘ North Main Street System, 
Pearl Street Section.” 

The Court street section starts on Highland Avenue, near 
the Edson Smythe house (a 5-inch sewer), and goes north, 
crossing the NW. corner of the John S. Tuft’s lot till it 
meets the sewer on School street, which is a 6-inch pipe, 
starting from the junction of School street and Highland 
avenue, and going east till it reaches the foot of the street, 
when it becomes a 10-inch pipe. This crosses Summer 
street, and goes SE., diagonally, across the S. N. S. grounds 
into Court street. 

A 6-inch sewer, starting on Summer street opposite the 
Congregational Parsonage, going north, is received by the 
10-inch sewer in the yard in the rear of the S. N. S. board- 
ing house. This 10-inch pipe, on reaching Court street, 
runs east to Main street, and thence going north on Main 
street, (being a 15-inch sewer,) till opposite the Town 
Hall, after which, as an 18-inch sewer, empties into an 
ancient stone drain opposite the Milton Merrill house, which 
discharges into the river in the rear of the Steam Mill. The 


jength of this section is 2097 feet. 
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The Pearl street section starts as an 8-inch sewer from 
the corner of Weeks and Pear] streets, going east to the 
corner of Main street, when it becomes a 15-inch pipe, and 
goes south on Main street and empties into a stone man™ 
hole in the aforesaid stone drain near the pump by the town 
hall. The length of this section is 565 feet. 

A liberal supply of branches were inserted in the main 
sewers for house drainage. Also, 27 Clapp Trap Inlets 
with the necessary tiling and masonry were constructed, 
with the sewerage work for surface drainage, being 
abundantly used on the hills, where they have done good 
service in preventing excessive washouts so likely to occur 
from heavy rains. The amount of pipe laid, outside of the 
main sewers, was 584 feet, making, all told, 3,247 feet, or 
about three-fifths of a mile. , 

The material used for sewers and branches was Akron 
Sewer Pipe, glazed both inside and out, and all the joints 
were cemented. The 15 and 18-inch pipe was in 3 feet 
lengths, the remainder in 2 feet. Following is the detail, 
viz: 18-inch, 96 feet; 15-inch, 876 feet; 10-inch, 584 feet ; 
8-inches, 406 feet; 6-inches, 814 feet; 5-inches, 302 feet. 
Of set pieces or branches in 15-inch 8 y’s. and 4 T’s.; in 
10-inches, 10 y’s. and 3 ‘t’s.; in 8-inches, 18 y’s. and 11 
T’s.; in 6-inches, 5 y’s. and 13 1’s.; in 5-inches, 4 y’s. and 
ir. Also, 1, 15-inch to 18-inch increaser; 1 8 to 6 
reducer; 1 4 to 6 increaser; 1 6-inch curve, and 6 6-inch 
bends. | : 

The work accomplished last summer brings drainage 
within access of thirty dwelling houses, and about one- 


fourth as many vacant lots, besides fourteen public and 
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business buildings. Already, fourteen residences are using 
the sewers for drainage, and the S. N.S. building and 


boarding house with one carriage shop are doing likewise. 
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Cost per foot, 75 2-5 cents. 


It is claimed that this isa reasonable price for the class of 
work done. We think, however, that we could do it again 
for a less price owing to a better knowledge of what is re- 
quired to be done, and the method of doing it. 

We earnestly recommend an appropriation of at least 
$2,000.00 to be used for sewerage, believing that with that 
amount we could make a good sewerage system for the 
balance of Main and Highland Streets, which is very desir- 
able it seems to us, after which, with a portion of the high- 
way money appropriated each year for a number of years, 
would give us a complete system of sewerage and surface 
drainage equal to our necessity, and greatly to be desired. 

The importance of an enlightened system of sewerage as 
indicated by healthy sanitary conditions, and as a prevent- 
ive of contagious and infectious diseases in our village can- 
not be overestimated. 

Other communities are giving careful attention to the 


subject, and making liberal expenditures for sewer work. 


38 TOWN REPORT. 


The improved condition of the public health, and the dimi- 
nution of typhoid fever, diphtheria, scarlet fever and other 
filth diseases, in places where an intelligent system of sew- 
ers has been adopted, fully justifies the expenditure already 
made in our village, and those recommended for the com- 
ing year. 

We believe also, that the attendance of pupils at the 
State Normal School, and the advent of permanent residents 
and summer tourists will be sensibly increased, when it is 
known that Plymouth has taken advanced ground on the 
matter of an efficient sewerage system, and every interest 
that is of value to the town demands that these recommen- 
dations be heeded and adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

M. A. FERRIN, ) 
CHARLES A. JEWELL, | Health Officers 
PLUMMER FOX, 0 


ALVIN BURLEIGH, Plymouth. 
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